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Eighth Grade Activities End Of Year Updates-- Time to Make Some Memories
By: Eliana Montas and  Ivy Pennyfeather

 Due to ongoing COVID-19 restrictions, the graduation/promotion end of year events would normally look different for 8th graders.  However, the
school still plans to give 8th graders the best end of year celebrations they can possibly get.

Farewell Video - All 8th Grade students are welcome to submit a short video reflecting on their time in
middle school by recording a farewell message video. 8th grade families are also encouraged to create a video
message for their students as well as the entire 8th grade class celebrating the accomplishments they achieved.
Video submissions are due by Friday, June 4. The Farewell Video will be a great keepsake for students as they
move up to high school and beyond.

8th Grade Promotion Ceremony - As some restrictions for the 8th Grade Promotion Ceremony have been
recently lifted, FMS plans to host only one promotion ceremony for the entire 8th grade, instead of four smaller ceremonies as originally planned. The
celebration ceremony will be held at the Franklin High School Warrior Stadium on Thursday, June 17 at 6:00 p.m. (rain date Friday, June 18 at 6 p.m).
Each student will receive 4 tickets for friends and family members. We hope to see you there!

8th Grade Social - Since we were unable to have a formal dance this year, the PTO has decided to host an 8th Grade Social that will be held
Thursday, June 10 at the Hamilton Street Campus from 12:30-2:30. District bussing will be offered to in person students at SGS between 12 and 12:30
p.m. Virtual students are invited to be dropped off at HSC in between the time of 12-12:30 p.m. The social will serve individually wrapped foods, along
with games, and music. At the end of the event, walkers are able to walk home from school, parents and guardians are able to pick up their students,
and late busses will be available to students with designated bus stops.

FMS Student “Investors” Win Big in the Stock Market
By: Warrior Times Staff

It’s never too early to think about your future. The great investor Warren
Buffett once said, “Only when the tide goes out, do you discover who’s been
swimming naked.” By this he means when the stock market is good, anyone
can make money because their bad decisions are hidden, but when the market
is not going well, you can see who is truly prepared for the unknown.

Every year at Franklin Middle School, 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students in the
Money Matters elective classes have a chance to learn about personal
finances and the stock market.  Students from both SGS and HSC campuses
participate in The Stock Market Game where they have a hands-on chance to
see how financial markets work.  This year, three students from FMS were big
winners.

Financial whiz kids from the HSC campus, eighth grader George Cruz Ramirez
and seventh grader Tobor Varga earned first and second place prizes out of
353 teams in the northeast region middle school division of the Stock Market
Game. Abigail Igbineweka and Eric Campbell from SGS campus placed 5th
and 7th overall, respectively.

In a game where it’s easier to lose money than to make money, each
contestant starts out with $100,000 in and in just under 3 months, George
profited $8,437.60. Tobor brought in an extra $8,233.70. According to Money
Matters teacher, Mr. Frikker, “These students exemplified preparation,
dedication and research of quality companies to invest their money in.
Congratulate them on a job well done as they help make our school proud.”

FMS Songwriting Students Top the Charts
By: Warrior Times Staff

May was a great month yet again for our new songwriting program
led by Ms. Ketrow as two students won their respective categories,
dominating the middle school
level bracket in the NJMEA Music
Tech Expo which took place on
May 21st.

HSC student Vicente Meza-Jimenez
won the Covers/Loops/Remixes
(Middle School Division) category
and SGS student Nick Murillo
won the Original Composition
(Middle School Division) category.
Congratulations -- we can’t wait to
see where your musical path leads
you!

Additionally, the following SGS and HSC students obtained Bronze
and Silver rankings for their music:
Julian Gonzalez-Ruiz (HSC 8) - SILVER
Tereza Plaisir (SGS 7) - SILVER
Aziah Jimenez (SGS 8) - BRONZE

Here is the NJMEA website showcasing the winners:
https://njmea.org/festivals/music-technology-expo/

STAFF and STUDENTS from SGS/HSC On Stage --
Varied Talents on Display

CLICK HERE TO SEE THE TALENT SHOW!  You won’t want to miss it!
Franklin Middle School Talent Show!  .mp4

https://njmea.org/festivals/music-technology-expo/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a0P6NJ3MWs-Mbzjts5F4bY8SjIz3d8nX/view?usp=sharing
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FMS Dance Showcase -All Around Town

In late May, the incredible dance talent at both campuses of FMS
was on display for a year-end Virtual Dance Showcase for 2021.

Watch the amazing performances with the link here:

Link: FMS Virtual Dance Showcase 2021 FINAL

Celebrating Culture In Our Schools
***Asian American & Pacific Islander Heritage Month

Assembly***

On May 27th, both SGS and HSC campuses of Franklin Middle School held the
Asian American & Pacific Islander Heritage Month Assembly. Students and staff
learned about the diverse cultures of Asia, played Kahoot games and won prizes,

and enjoyed performances & artwork from our students and staff. The virtual
celebration was made possible by both HSC & SGS Diversity Clubs, PBSIS Spirit of
the Warrior Team, our Administrators, and the Fine Visual and Performing Arts

Department.

Link: Asian American & Pacific Islander Heritage Month Assembly.mp4

A message from Franklin Middle School YPAR advisors Ms. Cunha and Mr. Villegas

Our YPAR group has worked hard this year researching Virtual Learning at FMS. The students wanted to know what their fellow classmates enjoyed about Virtual
Learning and what they believed could be improved. Our group was unable to present at Rutgers University this year but we still wanted to share the research data.
Thank you all for your support of our club!  We are proud of the work completed by our dedicated members.

Here is the link to the presentation: YPAR Remote Learning Research

YPAR (Youth-led Participatory Action Research) is an innovative approach to positive youth and community development based in
social justice principles in which young people are trained to conduct systematic research to improve their lives, their communities,

and the institutions intended to serve them.

The Celebration of Ramadan and Eid-al-Fitr
By: Arham Syed

Ramadan is an Islamic holiday. It’s the ninth
month of the Islamic calendar. It’s a holiday that
Muslims observe worldwide as a month of
fasting. The purpose of Ramadan is for Muslims
to experience and bear the same pain that’s felt
by the needy and poor who don’t have anything
to eat and drink. Fasting is regarded as one of

the Five Pillars of Islam and lasts about twenty nine to thirty days.
Fasting from sunrise till sunset is obligatory for all adult muslims who
are not critically ill.  The meal before dawn is referred to as suhur, and
the nightly meal that breaks the fast is called Iftar. Spiritual rewards of
fasting are multiplied during Ramadan. During this time, Muslims devote
themselves to prayer, and full recitation of the Holy Book, Quran.

Eid-al-Fitr, also known as the Festival of Breaking the Fast, is the holiday
celebrated by Muslims that marks the end of the fasting month,
Ramadan. Eid has a particular Islamic prayer and is performed in a wide,
open space. Before praying Eid prayers, you must donate Zakat to the
charity, 10 dollars per person. If you don’t donate Zakat before Eid
prayers, your fast for the previous month in Ramadan will NOT count.
After Eid prayers, Muslims continue to celebrate Eid in various ways,
eating food and having feasts being a common one. During this day,
Muslims are all kind to each other, don’t fight, and get along with one
another to help create peace on this festival of breaking the fast.

Shrek Jr. The Musical
By: Shanon Schwarz  &

Dharti Shastri

These past four weeks at FMS
have been great. Kids have been
practicing their dances and songs

in addition to learning new ones. They have been dedicated to making
this performance great, although it is a lot harder to do with the COVid-19
pandemic.  Thanks to Mrs.Seggio, Mrs.Strand, and Ms.Radvanski(Rad) this
performance will go on, and their work will pay off. Audiences will also
see the work of the students who are practicing really hard as well.

This year they had to cut the cast list to a minimal of 35 students,while
we usually had 80. As well as having to cut off 6th graders due to the
amount and the importance of getting Eighth graders in. This has been
challenging for everyone involved but through a lot of practice, and
determination, this production of Shrek Jr. wIll be amazing.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1u-xQrU1XYMTsevxz45dEDyWOjxfGHXQV
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zf8LrxDSIUr_xlaDZGLOY59G_L_DcIg2/view
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vd_tQaLPyW27DDbpYqsMtEN8dl1aOhzQ48q-YjCFDC0/edit?usp=sharing
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8th Graders Speak Up! - HSC & SGS Student Reflections
By: Eliana Montas and Ivy Pennyfeather

As we quickly approach the end of this unusual and unique school year, it’s important to acknowledge the feelings of our 8th graders as they
prepare to transition from finishing middle school to going into high school. The Warrior Times staff sent out a Google survey that asked our 8th
graders from both HSC and SGS to share their feelings about
taking the next step and moving into high school. We had
over one hundred varied responses, so we chose a few to
share that really highlighted their feelings in a detailed
way!  It’s nearly time to say so long... Franklin Middle
School!
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FMS Spring Teams Finish A Short Season With Successes -- Spring Sports Round-up - 2021
By: Aiden Guerrero

In 2021,  FMS spring school sports all across New Jersey were a question mark of rules and regulations due to COVID-19.  It was a weird and confusing
time to play sports because there were mask restrictions, and social distancing requirements for players, fans, and everybody that showed up to the
games and practices. And, the guidelines kept changing up until the last games. At least the spring athletes got a chance to play the sports that they
loved, in a season they will  never forget. Here is a wrap up of how the season ended

Baseball -- Notes from Coach Villegas…

Our FMS Baseball Team finished the season
with a 2 Win - 4 Loss record. Unfortunately, the
baseball season was postponed for 2 weeks
and as a result, we were unable to play all of
our scheduled games due to COVID-19,
however, we played hard in each game and
grew as a team. In April, our players came up
with three team goals to accomplish by the end
of our season. I am proud to say that our team
was able to accomplish two of those goals,
which were to be competitive each and every
game, and to leave this season a better
baseball player than they were at the
beginning of the year.

Each and every one of our players learned
something new or improved on a specific skill
during our time together this season that will
help them as they move forward not only in
their baseball careers but in their experience as
student-athletes.

Coach Balazse and I wish our 8th graders the
best of luck at the high school level and we
thank them for their hard work and dedication
throughout their time with us! We can’t wait to
see our returning players next year. 1-2-3
Franklin; 4-5-6 Family!

Track & Field -- Notes from Coach Scafidi...

All the coaches are so proud of our student
athletes and their challenging season.
Coach Scafidi wants the athletes to remember
the words of the U.S.A. Olympic track and field
champion, Gail Devers:
“Keep your dreams alive. Understand to achieve
anything requires faith and belief in yourself,
vision, hard work, determination, and
dedication. Remember all things are possible for
those who believe.”   – Gail Devers

The competition season ended for both the
boys and girls teams with a 1 win and 3 loss
record.

The FMS teams beat Warren Hills in the closest
match of the season.  Many FMS athletes
qualified to compete in the Meet of Champions
where nine of our student athletes  placed in
the top three in various track and field events.
We congratulate these athletes for their great
performances in the Meet of Champions: Elijah
Smith, Keliah Cottrell, Chloe Jackson, Bethany
Adhika, Emmet Burton, Khari Davis, Eric
Campbell, Alisa Dominguez, and Ethan Villa.
Keep reaching for the stars, Warriors!

Softball -- Notes from Coach Brisebois…
The FMS Girls Softball wound up closing the
Spring 2021 Season with a total of 3 wins and 7
losses, which is a huge improvement from
years past. We also made it to our first game
played this season needing to go into an
additional inning to settle a tie, which has
never occurred in FMS history on a first game.
According to Ms. Brisebois, "Nobody can
achieve success alone; it takes a team".

Highlights of the softball season

● Scored 68 runs this season.
● Won three games this season. FMS

teams had won just one game in 7 years
prior to this season.

● Lost 2-0 and 5-1 to the first and third
place teams in our conference.

● Played an entire game without any
errors.

● Hit off and made contact against really
fast pitchers; some that throw as fast as
high school pitchers.

● Vastly improved base running; the girls
successfully read signs from Coach at
3rd base and were not hesitant about
stealing from 1st to 2nd as well as 3rd to
home.

● Finally, the team never gave up--no
matter the score. Even at our most
challenging game the girls never gave
up (Bridgewater-Raritan on 5/17) and
brought their Warrior Spirit to their final
game and won (Warren Hills on 5/19).

● Our 8th graders received game balls.
- Mia Sanchez-Balzec from SGS-HSC
earned a game ball for pitching a
phenomenal game, thus bringing in the
team's first win of the season.
- Tori Pydeski from FMS-SGS earned a
game ball for a fantastic home run that
brought in additional runs beside her
own.
- Brielle Daniels from SGS-HSC earned a
game ball for stepping in when we
needed her most, during our last game,
and helping lead the team to their final
win of the season.
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Safety is a Priority -- Meet HSC New School Resource Officer (SRO) -- Officer Hartnett
By: Isiah Pennyfeather

How long have you been a police officer?
I have been a police officer for 19 years. I entered the police academy in January of 2002 and graduated from the police
academy  at the end of June in 2002. I was hired by the Clinton Township police department in June of 2002 and I left
there at the end of January of 2005. I was then hired by the Franklin Township police department in February of 2005 to
present.

Is this your first school being a police officer job? Yes. Over my career at Franklin Township police department I have
worked in many different bureau's within the police department. I have been in Patrol, Traffic Safety Bureau, and now
the Detective bureau.    I have  filled in for other officers in different schools within the district who were out sick, hurt
or on leave. Hamilton Street  Campus is my first full time post as SRO (school resource officer).

What’s the best thing about being a police officer at a middle school? I get to form relationships with the kids
everyday. I get to know them from an early age and we can build a good relationship together where they feel
comfortable around me and me with    them. If there's an issue in their neighborhood they have someone they trust
they can tell to address the problem there.

Have you had any other jobs besides being a policeman? Before becoming a police officer I was a superintendent of a
senior citizen complex in Somerville. I supervised 150 one and two bedroom apartments. I was responsible for all

maintenance issues that happened on a day to day basis.

Farewell And Best Wishes To SGS School Resource Officer Booker
Hello All,
This is Officer Booker of the Franklin Twp Police department here. Just wanted to thank all the staff and students at SGS for making me feel at

home here for the last few years. On August 31st, 2021 I will mark my 25th year in law enforcement -- with 20 of
those years spent in Franklin Township.

I will be retiring as of September 1st. I will miss SGS and everything that goes with it. There will be a new School
Resource Officer (SRO) for the next school year. That person has not been chosen yet but I'm being told you will
get to meet him/her sometime before the end of this school year.
Again, thank you all, it has been an awesome experience working with the great staff at SGS.

SRO Safety Tips For Our Community

Click it or Ticket:

No matter what type of vehicle you drive, one of the safest choices drivers and passengers can make is to buckle up.
As you head out to go to the store or on a summer drive, you'll likely see more law enforcement officers on the road as
part of the Click It or Ticket campaign. The campaign aims at enforcing seat belt use to help keep drivers and
passengers safer on our roads. It’s a fact -- seat belts save lives.

Helmet safety for bicycle riders:

New Jersey law states that anyone under the age of fourteen riding a bike, even as a passenger, must be
wearing a properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmet which meets the standards of the American National
Standards Institute (ANSI), the Snell Memorial Foundation (SNELL) or the ASTM.

Wear clothes that make you more visible!! Wearing neon, fluorescent, or other bright colors when riding a bike
helps people to see you. New Jersey law requires that all bicycles be equipped with a horn or bell. Use this

equipment to alert drivers and pedestrians of your presence.

Always ride on the right side of the road, with traffic. Ride a single file in a straight, predictable path. Riding against traffic puts you where
motorists don't expect you. Knowing your hand signals is very important.

Pedestrian crossing:
Pedestrians and motorists must both do their part to keep pedestrians safe.
Pedestrians: Always cross at corners, within marked crosswalks where available.
· If crossing in other locations, yield the right of way to vehicles.

Failure to obey the law carries a $54 fine, plus court costs.
· Look left, right and left again before crossing. Watch for turning cars.
· Always walk facing traffic.
· Obey traffic signals, especially “Walk/Don’t Walk.”
· Remain alert! Don’t assume that cars are going to stop.
· Wear reflective clothing when walking at night.
· Stay sober. Walking while impaired greatly increases your chances of being struck.
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Gift Ideas for the Mother and Father Figures in Our Lives
By: Dhrumi Pandya

Mothers Day and Fathers Day this year will look different in a pandemic --like many holidays. Some people have lost family members and friends due
to covid, or just have not seen them in a long time because of quarantine. But, things are looking brighter as many people are becoming vaccinated,
the rules for visiting and gathering are becoming looser.  Some people celebrate  mother or father figures, like aunts, uncles, grandparents, or
neighbors and friends. However, no one needs to wait to celebrate a relationship.  Every day spent with people that you love is special. Here are some
popular gift ideas that are trending now.

Popular Gifts for mothers
● Diamond dazzle stik
● Revlon one step hair dryer
● Instant-Pot
● Personalized puzzles
● Jewelry
● Throw blankets
● Handbags
● Personalized photo book
● Room Diffusers
● Echo Dot

Gift Ideas for fathers
❏ Gun Muscle massager
❏ Custom engraved watch
❏ Nightstand organizer
❏ Personalized Bbq Gift  set
❏ Wallet
❏ Hammer multi-tool
❏ Fathers day gift box
❏ Travel mug
❏ Beard care kit
❏ Cufflinks and tie clips

TECH TIME with Arham and Kathir

Hello everyone! It’s Arham and Kathir, back to you today with more Tech Time news. There has been a lot of interesting
stuff going on in the past few months from Microsoft's Surface Pro 7+ laptop release to Amazon buying the rights to MGM
(Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer). Kathir and I will tell you about some of these technology updates, and perhaps you’ll find
interest in them and be inspired by the success of these companies around the world!

AMAZON BUYS MGM
By: Arham Syed

On May 26, 2021, Amazon spent $8.45 billion to buy a popular studio from the golden age of Hollywood.
Amazon bought MGM studios (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) and will now be setting Prime Video up for James Bond
and the Rocky movies. In case you don’t know, MGM is an American media company which focuses on feature
films and television programs such as James Bond, Rocky, Pink Panther, Poltergeist, and The Broadway
Melody. Amazon believes that MGM’s film and TV franchises are a goldmine that they can help people uncover.
Amazon could also be responsible for new reboots, sequels, and spin-offs in the franchise.

MGM had been up for sale for months, and eventually they consulted with Amazon and negotiated a
deal. However, because of video licensing and ownership (sigh), Amazon Prime Video won’t EXCLUSIVELY get new MGM movies or the classics
containing the roaring lion intro. This is because MGM has a licensing agreement with ViacomCBS' Paramount Plus, which is set to stream films such
as No Time to Die and Creed III. Amazon also won’t be able to get those classic films from the good ol’ days of Hollywood--The Wizard of Oz and
Singin’ in the Rain. Those movies are streaming at HBO Max, and Amazon would need to negotiate with WarnerMedia in order to get the rights to the
films. Hopefully we can count on Amazon’s new goal to get us what was once known as the Golden Age of Hollywood.

New Apple Products Review
By: Elangkathir Elamaran

Hello again readers. In this section, I will discuss two new Apple products: the M1 iMac and the Apple Airtags.
First, let's start with the M1 iMac. There are multiple differences between this new iMac and the previous model,
but the most important difference is the new processor. The new M1 processor for iMacs is better than ever. It is
much faster, and much more efficient. It is arguably better than its Intel counterpart, the Intel I9. The other
differences in the M1 iMac are that it is much thinner, and it has better speakers and a better microphone.

The M1 iMac starts at $1,300, so it is quite expensive. But, it offers a lot of
bang for its buck!

Next, lets talk about the Airtags. The Apple airtag is a small tracker that you can place on important items.  If you
ever lose/misplace your item with an Airtag on it, you can easily locate it with an app on your iPhone. Airtags use
ultra-wideband technology to send a signal to your iPhone when you lose your item. They can pinpoint the exact
location of the item, down to the coordinates. The Airtags are customizable. They can be engraved with letters/symbols
of your choice. They cost $99 for a pack of 4. Though they are expensive, they are very useful and accurate for finding
your beloved items.

Thank you for reading this edition of Tech Time. Have a great summer!
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The Rover Landing on Mars
By:  Hayagreev Shankar Karthik

On February 18th, 2021, the rover Perseverance launched from Cape Canaveral as part of the Mars 2020 mission to explore the planet and search for
evidence of life. Over the past few months, Perseverance has been checking its instruments to make sure they all work. This is very important, as
Perseverance is scheduled for a ten year mission, and must work properly to complete the mission.The rover is operated by NASA, and is based on
Curiosity, another NASA rover. Its mission is to search for the remains of possible life on Mars. The rover will search for fossils of bacteria from
when the planet was covered with water.

NASA is making sure that the rover’s laser and treadmills work, as those are crucial to the operation
of the car-sized vehicle. The vehicle has sent over 7,000 images of Mars back to NASA, where they
will analyze images for signs of life. To collect these pieces of data, Perseverance will go on drives
averaging at least 658 feet. These pieces of data will help NASA understand whether there is life on
Mars, or if there ever was.

NASA’s mission is the latest one in the past decade to learn more about the red planet. This will be
done with Perseverance, which will help identify more facts about the closest planet to us in the solar
system. The rover will also be the most important mission of the year for NASA, as it will help find
out whether Mars can be colonized in the future.

FMS and Music in Our School Month
By:  Shanon Schwarz

This year there was Music in Our School Month.  This happened in March for the first time. Music in
Our School Month is spotlighting the amazing benefits music has to offer for our students.  To help
explain more I have interviewed Ms. Radvanski.  Below are the answers about Music in Our School

Ms. Harris Month.

What is Music in Our School Month really about?
The purpose of Music In Our Schools Month (MIOSM), which is an annual celebration in March, is to promote the
many benefits of having a high quality music education program in our schools. There is a long list of ways
participation in music benefits and enriches students' lives and education, but here are just a few examples. Music
training helps develop language skills, reasoning, and memorization. Involvement in music helps students stay
engaged in school, increases self-confidence, and encourages healthy risk-taking. Finally, participating in music is
FUN!

Ms. Radvanski
What kind of music programs does FMS have to offer the students (voice, instrumental, informative)?
FMS has a variety of music options for ALL students to participate in! We have 3 types of ensemble performance classes, which include Choir,
Orchestra and Band. Another performance class is Guitar, which is offered to 8th grade students. Other types of awesome music classes include
Songwriting and Modern Band. In Modern Band you learn how to play instruments such as the ukulele, drum kit, keyboard, and you learn to create
music using electronic music software like Soundtrap/GarageBand.

Are there contests that our teachers enroll their students in?
There are many contests and competitions our ensembles and songwriting students compete in. Competition Choir,
Competition Orchestra, Wind Ensemble and Jazz Band are all after school audition groups that prepare to perform at
a fun music festival called Music In The Parks that happens every year in June at Dorney Park in
PA. Sadly this year we were unable to participate in these fun competitions due to Covid-19, but
we can't wait for next year! Additionally, many of our songwriting students were eligible to
participate in many song writing competitions at the national, state and school level. We had
multiple students do very well in these competitions and won

Ms. Ding (center)                  some great prizes!

How does FMS USUALLY celebrate Music in Our Schools?
This is our first year celebrating Music in Our Schools month!

What were the plans for this year's celebration? Ms. Gomez                Ms. Vicari
This year we started small by reaching out to our teachers and staff and asking them to share their favorite music memories! Next year we will be
expanding to include the whole school and we can't wait to get everyone involved!

The staff of FMS was asked to fill out a survey if they played an instrument including “voice” and the impact it had on their lives. Check out this
link-Musicians In Our Schools! (Responses). The pictures in this article are of FMS Staff performing.

Ms. Canning  (in blue) Ms. Ocasio                       Ms. Nielsen Mr. Porter                         Ms. Holzer (far left)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19bw1yQK9Jd2hkdejKPhKqwjt2WxnOQFw0FcxeOBU-bw/edit?usp=sharing
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Best Wishes From Our Principal
Hello 8th Grade Students,

It has been a pleasure to serve as your principal these past three years

at Franklin Middle School @

Hamilton Street Campus.

Your 8th-grade class will

forever be the first cohort

that completed all three

years at the HSC campus!

We all learned a valuable

lesson during this time of the

pandemic: overcoming

adversity. In addition, you learned how to navigate the natural growing

pains of your middle school years.  Therefore, you will always be a class

to remember. I have grown fond of you over the years, as we have built a

positive rapport with each other.  I wish you all the success in high

school. Remember your “Why” and have a purpose in all that you seek

to do. As you embark on this new chapter of your life, having a clear

vision of what you want to accomplish will be vital to your success. I love

you all, and I hope to see you again.

Congratulations, 8th grade Class of 2021!!!

Your Principal -- Dr. Nicholas Solomon Ed.D

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change
the world.” ---Nelson Mandela

Summer Send-off from Mrs. Virgone
-HSC Student Council Advisor

Hello Franklin Middle School students and staff! YOU

DID IT! This year was a challenge like no other, but you

persevered every single day! You are all resilient,

brilliant minds and I applaud your effort this year in the

face of adversity. We are Warrior Strong and you have

proved that with every passing moment. I would like to

wish you health, luck, and rest this summer so that you

may take on your next adventure with a clear heart and

mind. You are rockstars and I am forever in awe by the

strength of the Warrior! Special shout out to all of our

HSC clubs who provided students with opportunities to

feel connected to one another this year! You are amazing!

-- Sana Virgone, Student Council Advisor

Celebrating Historic Heritage -- Learn About Juneteenth

Franklin School District’s
Juneteenth Lesson Design
Team is proud to ask us to join
in celebrating the 156th
Anniversary of Juneteenth, a
day that commemorates the
end of slavery throughout the
United States. Last year,
Governor Phil Murphy signed
legislation (S19), which

designates the third Friday in June as a State and public holiday, known
as Juneteenth Day.  CHECK OUT THE PRESENTATION HERE:
2021 Juneteenth Celebration: Grades 6-12

Have You Noticed?.....Courtyard Transformation at HSC

Over these past few months our school courtyard has been undergoing an extreme makeover!  Working together with staff members and students from both
the middle school and Road to Success (RTS), the courtyard is now home to gardens of flowers and vegetables as well as art projects.  Check out the painted
rock display. Great job to all who participated in cleaning, building, planting, and decorating this courtyard space.  This project was truly a team effort from
our custodians, to staff and many students.  We hope this outdoor environment will bring peace and appreciation of nature to all who enter.

COMING SOON...Garden Club and library book boxes next year!

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qw6w7-dPN-dujn_3I7M0fQqTXL1ekaQG5l7sA7KJy78/edit#slide=id.p
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Introducing an Award-Winning Author -- Alan Gratz
By Isiah Pennyfeather

Alan Michael Gratz is the author of 17 novels for young adults
including Prisoner B-3087, Code of Honor, Grenade, Something Rotten,
and Refugee. Gratz was born in Knoxville, Tennessee. He holds a B.A.
in creative writing and a master's degree in English education, both
from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.  Alan Gratz lives in
Asheville, North Carolina with his wife and daughter. His distinctive
book covers stand out on the shelves.  Many FMS students have been
introduced to these titles in their ELA classes. How many of these titles
have you read?

Hot-Off-The-Press Book Review:
Ground Zero -- published 2020

By Isiah Pennyfeather
I recently read this book Ground Zero by Alan
Gratz. I have read a few of his other historical
fiction novels and I have liked them all. Ground
Zero is set in New York City on September 11,
2001 -- known as “9/11”.   One narrator of the
story is a nine year old boy who goes to work
with his father in the World Trade Center in the
morning and then gets separated from his father
just as the first airplane hit the first Tower. Also,
as in many of his novels, there are two narrated

parts to this book. The second part is set in Afghanistan in 2019 with a
young girl, her family and the Taliban. The two separate stories overlap
and at the end, it all comes together. This is about how people are
fighting for their freedom. I really loved this book and my family read
after me because I loved it so much.

NJHS Members Share The Love of Reading With Elementary Students
By Saniya Sewnarine

The National Junior Honors Society (NJHS) is an international student organization that works to uphold its five pillars; Scholarship,
Service, Leadership, Character, and Citizenship. This year, for their service project to showcase  these values, the NJHS students at HSC
are creating pre-recorded read alouds for elementary school students in our district.
They are selecting and recording a variety of stories including popular  books from Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Suess to Flat Stanley’s
Worldwide Adventures by Jeff Brown.
Ms. Cooke, the NJHS advisor here at the HSC campus is excited about this project and is hopeful that it will have a long term effect in our
district.  “We chose to do this so we could create something that our school or other schools in Franklin could use. Read alouds are a great
way to connect kids to reading and how great is it for younger students to see their older peers reading instead of always teachers? I think

the idea came from trying to think of ways to do service projects virtually because of the pandemic. This was something NJHS students could do from
home. The goal is for every student to record one, and to keep building the library for years to come.”

This project will be completed with a total of twenty-three participating students from the HSC campus each reading aloud at least one book and
uploading them to a website created by members of the NJHS.  We know these recorded books will bring many smiles to children in our Franklin
community.

~Middle School Students~
The Summer Reading Program at Franklin Township Public Library Tails and Tales kicks off on 6/15/21.
Check out the flyer on the link below to learn more about the summer reading program.The more time you read,
the more chances you will have to win one of the raffle prizes! Read anything you want! Listening to audiobooks
also counts as reading! Open to teens ages 12-17.

Link to the flyer and more information HERE

Some of the prizes include: Amazon gift cards                      Apple gift cards
Dunkin' Donuts gift cards     Free teen books
Target Giftcards                          A bluetooth speaker

Nike Gift Cards

Call 732-873-8700 or visit www.franklintwp.org to register for the summer reading program

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ihwm6d4vJItrwel6Rz0iyRWQcFHlJCe4/view?usp=sharing
http://www.franklintwp.org
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☀ ☀ 📚 Summer Time is a Great Time to READ!📚☀ ☀

For the past few weeks, the HSC Reads team at FMS@HSC has been organizing a free book giveaway for all students and families. We collected hundreds
of gently used book donations from staff and Franklin families so that the books could be given new life in other homes and put into the hands of readers
throughout our community. There are books of all varieties and genres for children of all ages as well as for adults.

Additionally, FMS@HSC is providing two free books for all incoming 6th graders and rising 7th and 8th graders. These
books are current, diverse, and high interest titles which we hope our students will find enriching over this summer and
throughout the school year.
Here is the LINK for the FMS Summer Reading Material.
2021- Summer Book Activities

STUDENTS: Remember to READ and LOG your entries. In the link provided, you will find links to dozens of FREE
books online -- as well as instructions for using several online services and the Franklin Township Public Library website.

Open your mind...Open a book!  Let your reading take you to new places!

Anime Review By Saniya Sewnarine

Demon Slayer (Kimetsu No Yaiba)
Genre: Adventure, Dark Fantasy, Martial Arts
Characters: Tanjiro Kamado, Nezuko Kamado,  Inosuke, Zenitsu, Shinobu, Muzan, Gyuu, ..
Manga Count: 23

Rating: ★★★★★★★★☆☆ (9/10)
After his family was ruthlessly slaughtered by demons leaving only his younger sister alive but as a demon, Tanjiro Kamado takes it upon himself to find a
way to cure his sister and turn her back into a human. And of course, what better way to answer his questions than to go to the demon of demons himself?
Follow Tanjro and Nezuko along with their new acquaintances Zenitsu and Inosuke as well as their fellow demon slayers on their journey to take down
Muzan Kibutsuji and turn Nezuko back.

Opinion: First and foremost, the animation is amazing. There have been times where I’m watching and it looks so realistic that it’s hard to tell whether it’s
real or animated. When you take in all the different aspects of the show like the characters, animation, action, etc. overall it’s really good and I can see why
it’s so popular. So yes, Demon Slayer is definitely something I’d recommend, especially to lovers of anime such as Attack On Titan or Seraph Of The End.

Celebrate Pride Month
June is designated as Pride Month -- dedicated to

the uplifting of LGBTQ voices, celebration of
culture and the support of LGBTQ rights.

Throughout the month of June, nationwide, there
have traditionally been parades, protests, drag
performances, live theater and memorials and

celebrations of life for members of the community
who lost their lives to HIV/AIDS. It is part political activism and part
celebration of all the LGBTQ community has achieved over the years.

(People.com)

“Courage. Kindness. Friendship. Character. These are the qualities
that define us as human beings, and propel us, on occasion, to
greatness.”

― R.J. Palacio, Wonder

Asian American & Pacific Islander Heritage Month

The month of May is designated as Asian American & Pacific Islander
Heritage Month--  Use the link here to view a special presentation
created by Franklin Middle School staff and students to help celebrate
diversity and to encourage understanding, kindness and tolerance in our
world.
Stop Asian Hate: Stop Asian Hate Project.mp4

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1lm_sqmYy75Uwyw3WVGh5_isCGOpr_IyrnzNBoMBPJyQ/edit#slide=id.p
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/16319487
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19awnm9OHWRO5JFCX8wGRYWvaaMNarQTs/view
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Stay Cool and Play in the “Dirt” -- Fun Summer Recipes

By Eliana Montas and Ivy Pennyfeather

Watermelon Lemonade

Ingredients

● 4 cups cubed watermelon
● 1/4 cup sugar
● 1/2 cup water for boiling
● 3 cups cold water
● 1/2 cup fresh lemon juice
● Optional: Fruit

Directions

1. Place the watermelon in a blender,
and puree until smooth.

2. Strain through a sieve to remove pulp.
3. To make  syrup, bring sugar and ½ cup water to a boil in a

saucepan
4. over medium-high heat until sugar dissolves for about 5

minutes.
5. Remove from heat. Stir in 3 cups cold water and lemon juice.
6. Add watermelon puree, and gently stir. Serve in ice-filled

glasses.
7. Optional: You can add some of your favorite fruits too!
8. Enjoy!

Oreo Dirt Cups

(recipe from: shariblogs.com)

Ingredients

● 2 cups cold milk
● 1 package (4 oz) chocolate instant

pudding
● 1 - 8 oz container whipped

topping, thawed
● 1 package (16 0z) Oreos (crushed into

crumbs)
● Gummy Worms
● 10 plastic cups (8 oz. size)

Directions

1. Pour the milk into a mixing bowl; add the pudding mix.
2. Beat with a wire whisk until well blended (2 minutes)
3. Let pudding stand for five minutes.
4. Stir whipped topping into the pudding very gently until it is all

the same color.
5. Place about 1 Tablespoon of the crushed cookies into the

bottom of each cup.
6. Then add 2 Tablespoons of pudding to each cup.
7. Then repeat another layer of cookies, then pudding, and then

cookies.
8. Finish up by adding 2 gummy worms cut in half to the top of

each of the cups.
9. Put cups into the refrigerator for about one hour to chill them.

From the Warrior Times writers- we hope you
enjoyed the news from the HSC and SGS

campuses during the 2020-2021 school year. Have
a safe and relaxing summer.  See you in

September!

Thinking of expanding your reach beyond being a student? Do you like to write? Do you like to research cool topics
and share the information? Are you curious about what others think about “Hot Topics”? If so then maybe the
Newspaper Club is for you!!! Are you curious??? Think about it! Reach out to the newspaper club advisor:

Mrs. Trach @ btrach@franklinboe.org

mailto:btrach@franklinboe.org

